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TASER PATIENT CARE 

 

Tasers are in use by law enforcement in the Mesa County. You may be called upon to evaluate a 

person on whom a Taser has been used to modify behavior. The following guidelines are meant 
to identify which patients may be safely left in the custody of law enforcement for transport to jail.  

 
POLICY 

 

1. Any patient who has been tased for behavior modification shall be evaluated by EMS 
prior to transfer to jail if requested by law enforcement. A full PCR shall be done.  

2. The goal of this procedure is to determine whether a patient is safe to be left in the 
custody/care of law enforcement, or needs further evaluation at the hospital. 

 

PROCEDURE 
 

1. The law enforcement officers in charge will often have removed the Taser probes prior to 
EMS arrival. If the officers are unable to remove the probes, patient will need transport to 

the hospital for assistance. 
2. EMS personnel are not to remove probes. 

3. Evaluate Taser wounds for the following complications: 

a. If patient has Taser wounds/probes located in the following areas they must be 
transported to the hospital for evaluation: 

i. Above the clavicles. 
ii. Genitalia (including breasts). 

b. If Taser wounds are bleeding profusely, patient must be transported to the 
hospital for evaluation. 

c. If Taser wounds/probes are in hands, check for flexion/extension of affected 

digits. If not intact, the patient must be transported to the hospital for evaluation.  
4. General evaluation should also be done to establish absence of other traumatic injuries, 

intoxication, or illnesses requiring hospital treatment. 
5. If none of the above conditions are met, clean wounds thoroughly. This patient may then 

be left in care of law enforcement. 

6. Complete a PCR documenting the evaluation. Have the officer in charge of the scene 
sign the report demonstrating their consent to transport the patient. If the officer requests 

patient transport to the hospital for evaluation for any reason, the patient must be 
transported. 

7. Fill out any medical information forms provided by law enforcement. 
8. If any questions arise, contact base for further instructions. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


